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WASHINGTON STATE

NURSERY &
LANDSCAPE

CHALLENGES FOR NEW HORTICULTURAL AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS
• Expensive land and water, can be overcome by high value crops.
• Unstable, uncertain labor supply remedied by passage of AG Jobs.
• Statistical under-reporting of greenhouse and nursery crop values remedied by

increasing Federal categories for greenhouse and nursery crops.
• Insurance that limits recovery for plant destruction under Federal Order

remedied by elimination of the exclusion in current Federal-sponsored crop
insurance.

• Lack of agricultural price supports for greenhouse and nursery crops remedied by
including them in the subsidy program at least through risk protection for crop
destruction.

COMPETITIVENESS OF US GREENHOUSE AND NURSERY CROPS
• To maintain and expand competitiveness a stable labor force is essential
• To maintain and expand competitiveness crops must be protected from invasive

pests and diseases brought in on ships, pallets, and imported crop material.
Importation when invasives are identified must be halted immediately and not
resume until solid proof of crop cleanliness.

• USDA support for opening markets in Asia for greenhouse and nursery crops is
needed to maintain and expand competitiveness.

APPROPRIATE/EFFECTIVE DISTRIBUTION OF FARM PROGRAM BENEFITS
• These direct program benefits are not generally available to greenhouse and nursery

agriculture.
• Benefits such as cost sharing for improved water conservation and land protection,

if straightforwardly accessible, would benefit the industry.

ACHIEVEMENT OF CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL GOALS
• Cost sharing to assist in protection of environmental assets

ENHANCEMENT OF RURAL ECONOMIC GROWTH
• Economic support for nursery and greenhouse production is a means to maintain the

viability of agriculture in repidly urbanizing areas.
• Nurseries and greenhouses support economic growth by production of high-value

crops with limited a land and water use.
• Recognition of nursery and greenhouse production as an important part of US

agriculture by the US Legislature and USDA will help enhance and preserve rural
character.

EXPAND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS, MARKETS, AND RESEARCH
• USDA can fund research that supports control or eradication of harmful invasive

species tha impact nursery and greenhouse production.
• USDA can help nursery/greenhouse agriculture expand research by providing funds

to study production techniques of the most highly marketable and pest-resistant
nursery and greenhouse crops.

P.O. BOX 670 • SUMMER, WA 98390-0670 • (253) 863-4482 • FAX (253) 863-6732
www.wsnla.org • (800) 672-7711 toll free US & Canada
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HMHIU01QMV1KTE
NURSERY A
LANDSCAPE
ASSOCIATION

The Washington State Green Industry
- • — i U, ,lf '! .-'lild . .1 , , f '...a powerful force in the state s economy

The Washington State Nursery & Landscape Association is a non-profit organization dedicated
to supporting the success of its members through serving, promoting, representing, and educating

the horticultural community of Washington State.

A PROMISING FUTURE!
The green industry represents one of the fastest growing
segments of US agriculture. The US is also the largest
market for green industry products and one of the most
competitive.

The green industry in Washington State is widespread,
ranging from wholesale production nurseries and garden
centers to parks, playing fields, golf courses, commercial
campuses, and residential properties. Its 7,000-plus
businesses play a critical role in Washington's economy
and living environment by providing a vast array of
landscape products and services.

With an economic impact if $3.1 billion, the green
industry touches the lives of nearly every Washington
citizen.

BILLIONS IN SALES AND GROWING.
The combined value of green industry product sales and
service sector receipts amount to $3.1 billion.

Industry information is divided into two sectors.
Product and Service. Product and service sectors are
businesses that primarily serve end users. End users
include airports, churches, commercial properties,
golf courses, schools, and single family homes.

SOURCES: USDA Statistics. Economic Impact of the US Green
Industry. Dr. Charles R. Hall, Professor. University of Tennessee
Extension. This research was made possible by a grant from
USDA - Forest Service, National Urban and Community Forestry
Advisory Committee, www.utextension.utk.edu/hbin.

WHAT IS THE GREEN INDUSTRY?
The green industry refers to those businesses, organi-
zations, individuals, and associated properties that
produce, maintain, use, or sell plants and associated
products to enhance human environments. Examples
include:

Ornamental nurseries and greenhouses

Treefruit nurseries
Sod production

Landscape design and construction

Lawn and tree care

Golf course management

Retail garden and floral centers

Private landowners who maintain trees,

lawns, flowerbeds, and other landscapes or

interiorscapes.

2004 PRODUCT & SERVICES SECTOR SALES.
H Nursery/Greenhouse

D Lawn/Garden Equipment Mfg.

• Horticultural Services

• Florists

• Landscape Designer

• Lawn/Garden Retailers

D Greenhouse Mfg.

H Garden Equipment Wholesalers

D Other Retailers

• Landscape Services

4% 3% 2% \ Under 1%
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